 Susan Branch Towne
Assistant Professor of Theatre

Costume Design – United Scenic Artists, Local 829


    Phone: (512) 663-2804

Web site:  www.susanbranchtowne.com                                             Email:                 SBMTQ@aol.com 


susanbt@stedwards.edu   

EDUCATION

MFA- Yale School of Drama, May 1992
                         


BFA- Carnegie-Mellon University, May 1985
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

St. Edward’s University
2012- Present, Assistant Professor of Costume Design
Costume Design- Applied design principles, historical and inspirational research, character and text analysis, and fabric selection to create a range of unrealized projects 

Costume and Set Rendering- Taught figure drawing from models and photographs, perspective drawing for stage design, and painting techniques for rendering of costume, scenery and lighting
History of Costume and Decor - Created a survey class covering the progression of clothing and architecture in tandem, from prehistoric times through the late 20th century

Design for Performance- Taught the fundamentals of design elements and principles, and applied these through a series of creative projects to introduce the concept of storytelling through design
Costume and Make Up Skills – Introduced students to basic hand and machine sewing procedures to begin useful work in the Costume Shop, and taught basic make up applications including corrective and old age techniques.
Draping- As the main section of a Costume Technology class, demonstrated a fundamental approach to patterning through draping of various bodices, skirts, and sleeves, as well as fitting mock ups and balancing patterns
 Survey of Musical Theatre- Created a survey class to teach students about the origins, development, major works, creators and interpreters of Musical Theatre, as well as a text analysis technique specific to the form.
Special Projects Courses- To provide additional training and portfolio pieces for advanced students, taught individual courses in specific rendering techniques and costume design
University of Idaho
2000 Spring semester, 

Costume Design I (undergraduate)


Costume Design II (graduate level)
University of Texas,
2005-2013 Costume Rendering Workshops

Utah State University &
University of Utah


Also, at Cornell University, University of Texas, Southwestern University and University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee, I worked as Guest Designer advising student drapers and crews to realize designs.                        
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SELECTED COSTUME DESIGN EXPERIENCE-PROFESSIONAL COMPANIES                                          
THEATER
PRODUCTION
DIRECTOR
Pioneer Theater Company
The Lifespan of a Fact
Wes Grantom

(Salt Lake City)
Christmas at Pemberley
Julie Kramer


A Comedy of Tenors
Wes Grantom


Other Desert Cities
Charles Morey


The Tempest
Charles Morey


In
Charles Morey



Hamlet
Charles Morey


Our Town
Charles Morey


A Chorus Line
Patti D’Beck


My Fair Lady
Charles Morey


Romeo and Juliet
Paul Barnes


A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Paul Barnes


Chicago
Charles Morey


Julius Caesar
Charles Morey


Disney’s Beauty and the Beast
Paul Barnes


Macbeth
Charles Morey


Richard III
Charles Morey


Rosencrantz and Guildenstern…
Charles Morey


King Lear
Charles Morey


Tartuffe
Charles Morey


Sophisticated Ladies
Patti D’Beck

ZACH Theatre (Austin)
The Sound of Music
Dave Steakley


The Rocky Horror Show
Dave Steakley


Immortal Longings
Peter Rothstein


Dracula 
Steven Dietz


Once
Dave Steakley 

Matilda, the Musical
Abe Reybold 


Sunday In The Park With George
Dave Steakley 


Disney’s Beauty and the Beast
Abe Reybold


One Man, Two Guvnors
Abe Reybold


Sophisticated Ladies
Abe Reybold


A Christmas Carol
Dave Steakley


Tommy
Dave Steakley


A Christmas Story
Dave Steakley


Vanya & Sonya & Masha & Spike
Abe Reybold


Smokey Joe’s Café
Dave Steakley


One Night with Janis Joplin
Randy Johnson


Harvey
Dave Steakley


Ragtime
Dave Steakley 


Xanadu
Nick Demos


Hairspray
Dave Steakley


Dividing the Estate
Steven Dietz


God of Carnage
Matt Lenz


August: Osage County
Dave Steakley


The Drowsy Chaperone
Nick Demos


Our Town
Dave Steakley


The 25th Annual…Spelling Bee
Dave Steakley


The Grapes of Wrath
Dave Steakley


Jesus Christ Superstar
Dave Steakley


Present Laughter
Dave Steakley


Urinetown
Dave Steakley


Aida
Matt Lenz


Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
Ann Ciccolella


Cabaret
Ann Ciccolella


Ain’t Nothin’ But the Blues
Dave Steakley


Jelly’s Last Jam
Dave Steakley


Love! Valour! Compassion!
Matt Len
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Geva Theatre Company
Sylvia
Mark Cuddy

Spamalot
Melissa Rain Anderson

Syracuse Stage
Deathtrap
Paul Barnes


Peter Pan
Paul Barnes


White Christmas
Paul Barnes
Denver Center Theatre Company
The Taming of the Shrew
Kent Thompson


Eventide
Kent Thompson


King Lear
Kent Thompson


A Flea in Her Ear
Kent Thompson


The Diary of Anne Frank
Paul Barnes
Alabama Shakespeare Festival
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast
Geoffrey Sherman

Furniture of Home
Nancy Rominger

Rocket City
David Ellenstein


Crowns
Janet Cleveland 


Twelfth Night
Gavin Cameron Webb


The Taming of the Shrew
Susan Willis


The Real Thing
Bruce Sevy
Conspirare/KLRU
Considering Matthew Shepard
Elliot Forrestt

Ballet Austin
Her Stories
Jennifer Hart


Director’s Choice: To Here
Jennifer Hart


The Magic Flute
Stephen Mills


Cult of Color: A Call to Color
Stephen Mills


Liminal Glam (Long Center opening)
Stephen Mills


Songs of Innuendo
Stephen Mills
Utah Shakespeare Festival
Troilus and Cressida
Paul Barnes


The Taming of the Shrew
Peggy Shannon


Twelfth Night
Bruce Sevy


The Winter’s Tale
James Edmondson
Austin Lyric Opera
The Bat (Die Fledermaus)
Rod Caspers
New York City Opera
Griffelkin
Johnathon Pape
Riverside Theatre (Florida)
Blithe Spirit
Marcia Milgrom Dodge


Maltz Jupiter Theatre (Florida)
Master Class
Marcia Milgrom Dodge
Skylight Music Theater
The Producers
Mark Lococo

(Milwaukee)
Oklahoma!
Craig North


A Little Night Music
Elaine Petricoff


A Funny Thing Happened…Forum
Roger Bean


Falsettos
Elaine Petricoff


Sweeney Todd
Johnathon Pape


She Loves Me
Dorothy Danner


L’Elixir d’Amore
Dorothy Danner

A Chekhov Trilogy
Dorothy Danner


Ain’t Misbehavin’
Craig North


The Pirates of Penzance 
Roger Bean


Semele
Chas Rader-Sheiber

Opera Ensemble of New York
She Loves Me
John J.D. Sheehan
(Off B’way)
The Crucible (Opera)
John J.D. Sheehan
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Circle in the Square (Off B’way)
Hello Muddah, Hello Fadduh!
Michael Leeds

Blue Light Theater (Off B’way)
The Two Gentlemen of Verona
Dylan Baker
Yale Repertory Theatre 
The Beauty Part
Walton Jones
SELECTED COSTUME DESIGN EXPERIENCE-ACADEMIC THEATRE                                          
SCHOOL
PRODUCTION
DIRECTOR
Curtis Inst. of Music (Philadelphia)
Dangerous Liaisons
Chas Rader-Sheiber 

St. Edward’s University
The 25th Annual…Spelling Bee
Rick Roemer 


The Book Club Play
Anna Skidis Vargas


Twelfth Night
Robert Tolaro


Pippin
Michelle Polgar


Marisol
Liz Fisher


The Three Musketeers
Michelle Polgar


Middletown
Robert Tolaro


Romeo & Juliet
Robert Tolaro


Anon(ymous)
Michelle Polgar


Cabaret
Danny Herman


The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui
David Long


She Loves Me
Nick Mayo


The Robber Bridegroom
Danny Herman


Hamlet
Michelle Polgar


Merrily We Roll Along
Ev Lunning


Museum
David Long


The Secret Garden
Robert Westenberg


The Crucible
Michelle Polgar


Carousel
Michael McKelvey


The Life of Galileo
Michelle Polgar 


The Pajama Game
Michael McKelvey


Ah! Wilderness!
Rod Caspers

Amadeus
Scott Thompson

Texas State University
All Shook Up
Kaitlin Hopkins

Southwestern University
The !940s Radio Hour
Rick Roemer 
Cornell University
Amadeus
David Feldshuh
University of Idaho
Into the Woods
David Lee-Painter

University of Texas
Fefu and Her Friends
Leslie Swackhamer


Once In a Lifetime
Lee Abraham

University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee
Sherlock Holmes
Richard Mangan
Harvard University/Hasty Pudding
Paradise Lost and Found (HPT 150)
Tony Parisi
Yale School of Drama
Twelfth Night
Daniel Elihu Kramer
AWARDS
Syracuse Area Live Theatre Award for Best Costume Design- 2016
St. Louis Theatre Circle Award for Best Costume Design of a Play 2015

Denver Post Ovation Award for Best Costume Design- 2006

Austin Critics Table Award for Best Costume Design- 2003, 2013, 2017
B. Iden Payne Award for Best Costume Design-1984, 1996, 2004, 2007, 2010, 2011, 2014
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REFERENCES
Paul Barnes






Director
              
PaulMasonBarnes@gmail.com 

Robert Tolaro

Director, AEA Stage Manager

Artistic Director Mary Moody Northen Theatre

rsmith3339@aol.com 

Nick Mayo

Director

nickmayoatx@gmail.com 
Charles Morey

Former Artistic Director- Pioneer Theatre Company

charlesmorey@charlesmorey.com 
Dave Steakley

Artistic Director- ZACH Theatre

dave@zachtheatre.org
