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Education


Ph.D.
Systematic and Philosophical Theology, Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, Calif., 2011 

M.T.S.

Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, Mass., 2002

B.A.

Religious Studies, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Tex., 2000

Select Research and Teaching Interests


Feminist and Queer Theologies

Interreligious Dialogue

Islam and the West

Media and Religion
Palestine and Palestinian Identity 
Religious Pluralism

Søren Kierkegaard and Existentialism

Scandinavian Religion and Culture
Trauma, Memory, Witness and Testimony
Professional Teaching and Administrative Experience


Assistant Professor of Religious and Theological Studies

St. Edward’s University, Austin, Tex., 2010-present

Courses Taught: Introduction to Religions of the World (Traditional and Honors Seminar); Theologies of Community: Who Is My Neighbor? (Honors Seminar); Basic Christian Questions; Abrahamic Traditions; Christian Mysticism; People of the Book: Islam; Sacramental Theology; The Religious Imagination; Christian Existentialism; Feminist Theology; Body, Gender and Images of God; Religious Pluralism
Interim Director, Center for Religion and Culture

St. Edward’s University, Austin, Tex., Spring 2016

Instructor

San Francisco Theological Seminary, San Anselmo, Calif., Fall 2009

Course Taught: Systematic Theology II

Instructor

Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, Calif., Spring 2008

Course Taught: Rediscovering Kierkegaard in the Present Age

Teaching Assistant

San Francisco Theological Seminary, San Anselmo, Calif., Spring 2008

Course Taught: Systematic Theology I

Teaching Assistant

Church Divinity School of the Pacific, Berkeley, Calif., 2005-2006
Courses Taught: History and Theology of the Modern Church; Constructive Theology

Research Awards, Fellowships and Seminars



Faculty Development Seminar in Palestine, Palestinian-American Research Center, May-June, 2016

Summer Interfaith Understanding Seminar for Faculty Members, Council of Independent Colleges and Interfaith Youth Core, Boston, Mass., June, 2015

St. Edward’s Presidential Excellence Grant for Summer Research, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2107
Scholarship, Pedagogical Innovation, Creative Expression (SPICE) Course Reassignment Award for Research 2016-2018

St. Edward’s Faculty Institute on Globalization and Society, June 2011

Guest Stipend Research Fellowship, Georg Brandes School of Scandinavian Languages and Literature, University of Copenhagen, Denmark, Summer 2008

Summer Fellows Program for Research in Residence Grant Award, St. Olaf College, Howard V. and Edna H. Hong Kierkegaard Library, Summer 2006

Publications


Monograph

Secularism, Theology and Islam: The Danish Social Imaginary and the Cartoon Crisis of 2005-2006 (London: Bloomsbury Press, 2014; Paperback September, 2015). 

Articles and Book Chapters


“Loving the Ones We See: Kierkegaard’s Neighbor-Love and the Politics of Pluralism.” In Kierkegaard and Political Theology, edited by Roberto Sirvent and Silas Morgan (Eugene, Oregon: Pickwick/Wipf and Stock, forthcoming). Book Chapter.
“Echoes of the Danish Cartoon Crisis Ten Years Later: Identity, Injury and Intelligibility from Copenhagen to Paris and Texas.” Islam and Muslim-Christian Relations. (Vol. 12, No. 1., January 26, 2016). Article.
“Feminism and the Pro-Life/Pro-Choice Debate.” Feminism and Religion: How Faiths View Women and Their Rights. (Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-CLIO, 2016). Book Chapter.
On Kierkegaard’s Dialectic of the Imagination by David J. Gouwens (New York: Peter Lang, 1989). Vol. 18, Kierkegaard Secondary Literature, Kierkegaard Research: Sources, Reception and Resources (Copenhagen: Søren Kierkegaard Research Centre and Ashgate, 2016). Book Chapter.
“The Figure of Aladdin in Kierkegaard.” Vol. 16, Kierkegaard’s Literary Figures and Motifs, Kierkegaard Research: Sources, Reception and Resources (Surrey, UK: Ashgate/Copenhagen: Søren Kierkegaard Research Centre, January 2015). Book Chapter.

“Richard Wright: Kierkegaard’s Influence as Existentialist Outsider.” Kierkegaard’s Influence on Social-Political Thought in Vol. 14, Kierkegaard Research: Sources, Reception and Resources (Surrey, UK: Ashgate/Copenhagen: Søren Kierkegaard Research Centre, January 2011). Book Chapter.
“The Danish Cartoon Controversy as Viewed by Kierkegaard and Appadurai: The Social Imagination and the Numerical.” International Kierkegaard Commentary: “The Moment” and Late Writings (Macon, Georgia: Mercer University Press, November 2009). Book Chapter.
“Imagining Beyond God’s Warriors.” Review of “God’s Warriors,” a CNN Three-Part Series with Christiane Amanpour. Dialog: A Journal of Theology (Volume 46 Issue 4, Winter 2007). Journal Article.
“Fictitious Worlds and Real Unrealities: The Aesthetic Imagination in Søren Kierkegaard and Herbert Marcuse.” College Theology Society Annual Volume Number 52 (Orbis Books, 2007). Book Chapter.
Book Reviews

Review of Kierkegaard and the Paradox of Religious Diversity by George B. Connell (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2016), 188 pp. Anglican Theological Review (forthcoming). 
Review of Kierkegaard: Exposition and Critique by Daphne Hampson (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), xii + 324 pp. Modern Theology (Vol. 31, Issue 2, pgs. 355-357, April 2015). 
Public and Academic Opinion Pieces

“Free speech is no excuse for Muslim-baiting.” The Conversation (October 1, 2015). 

“Norway Terror a Wake-Up Call.” Co-authored with James F. Veninga. Wausau Daily Herald (Wausau, Wis., July 26, 2011). 

Academic Conference Presentations 


“Kierkegaard’s Hope for the Present Age: Individuality, Love and Witness as Antidotes to Uncertain Times.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Kierkegaard, Religion and Culture Group, Boston, Massachusetts, 2017 (Accepted)
“Topographies of (Im)possible Memory: Witness, Trauma and Norway’s July 22 Massacre.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Co-Sponsored Session of the Religion in Europe Group and Space, Place, and Religion Group, San Antonio, Texas, 2016 
“Loving the Ones We See: Kierkegaard’s Neighbor-Love and the Politics of Pluralism.” Southwest Commission on Religious Studies, Irving, Texas, 2016
“Je Suis Charlie, Je Suis Ahmed, Je Suis Jyllands-Posten: Identities and Solidarities Ten Years After the Danish Cartoon Crisis.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Religion in Europe Group, Atlanta, Georgia, 2015 

“Echoes of the Cartoon Crisis Ten Years Later: Identity, Injury and Intelligibility from Copenhagen to Paris and Texas.” Ten Years After the Muhammad Cartoons: Perspectives, Reflections, and Challenges Conference, Aalborg Denmark, 2015 
“Re-Membering Shared Wounds: The July 22 Massacre in Norway as Collective Trauma.” Southwest Commission on Religious Studies, Association for the Scientific Study of Religion, Irving, Texas, 2015
“Eternity Is Not in a Financial Predicament: Or, Why Kierkegaard Would Not Buy Shares in a Transnational Corporation.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Kierkegaard, Religion and Culture Group, Baltimore, Maryland, 2013
“Imagining Toward Wholeness: The Kierkegaardian Self and Contemporary Trauma Theory.” Nordic Network of Kierkegaard Research, Seminar on Kierkegaard’s Philosophical Psychology: The Sickness Unto Death, University of Iceland, Reykjavik, 2013

“Kierkegaard at 200: Theological Contributions to Contemporary Trauma Theory.” Southwest Commission on Religious Studies, Irving, Texas, 2013

“Loving the Ugly and Imagining the Impossible: Kierkegaard’s Paradoxical Esthetics.”
American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Kierkegaard, Religion and Culture Group, 2011

“Imagining Theology in a Secular Age: Social Imagination as Methodology.”
American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Religion and Social Sciences Section, 2010
“Imagination as an Instrument of Social Change: Søren Kierkegaard and Percy Bysshe Shelley in Dialogue.” Pacific Coast Theological Society Meeting, 2009
“Secularity in the Context of Established Religion: The Dynamics of Religious and Secular Imaginations in Contemporary Denmark.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Religion in Europe Consultation, 2008

“Imagining the Numerical: Majority and Minority in Søren Kierkegaard and Arjun Appadurai.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Kierkegaard, Religion and Culture Group, 2008

“Imagined Publics? Social Identities and the Danish Cartoon Controversy.” College Theology Society Annual Convention, Religion and Society Section, 2007

“Imagined Identities: Communities of Commonality and the Danish Cartoon Controversy.” American Academy of Religion Western Region Annual Conference, Person, Culture and Religion Section, 2007

“Burying the Dead and Feeding the Living: A Social Scientific Analysis of the Lisbon Earthquake of 1755.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Religion and Social Sciences Section, 2006

“Fictitious Worlds and Real Unrealities: The Aesthetic Imagination in Søren Kierkegaard and Herbert Marcuse.” College Theology Society Annual Convention, 2006

 “The Best of All Possible Worlds? Public Imagination and the Lisbon Earthquake of 1755.” American Academy of Religion Western Region Annual Conference, 2006

Select Recent Public Talks and Presentations




Sermon, United Christian Church, Austin, “Knock, Knock” (October 16, 2016)

Presentation, All Saint’s Episcopal Church, Austin, “Challenges and Promises of Religious Pluralism” (July 10, 2016) 

Podcast Interview for Daily Theology http://dailytheology.org/ (April 15, 2015)
Commencement Address, Smithville High School Graduation (Alma Mater, June 6, 2014)
Sermon, United Christian Church, Austin, “How Am I a Hog and Me Both?” (October 27, 2013)
Sermon, Live Oak Unitarian Universalist Church, Austin, “In Wildness is the Preservation of the World: An Earth Day Meditation on Spiritual Ecology” (April 21, 2013)

Presentation, Tarrytown United Methodist Church, Austin, “Baptism and the Spiritual Significance of Water in the Christian Tradition,” (December 2, 2012)

Two-part Workshop with Dr. Kelley Coblentz Bautch, Seton Cove Spirituality Center, Austin, “Hearing the Call: Exploring a Spirituality of Vocation and Education,” (June 20 and 27, 2012)

Presentation at Tarrytown United Methodist Church “Earth Day: Religion and the Environment” (April 22, 2012)

Select Academic Service at St. Edward’s University


Humanities Faculty Evaluation Guidelines Committee, Spring 2017

General Education Renewal Religious and Theological Studies Learning Outcome Sub-Committee, 2016-2017
General Education Renewal Curriculum Models Group, Spring 2015-Spring 2016
Web Content Steering Committee, Spring 2016
Signature Programs Committee, Spring 2016
Council of Arts and Humanities, Spring 2016
Second-Exit Year Transitional Experiences Strategic Planning Team, Faculty Representative, Fall 2014-Spring 2015

General Education Renewal Committee Advisory Board, Humanities Representative, 2014-2015
Course Directors’ Committee for General Education (CDC), Religious and Theological Studies Department Representative, 2014-present

Symposium on Undergraduate Research and Creative Expression (SOURCE) Organizing Committee, Humanities Representative, 2014-2015
St. Edward’s Faculty Scholarship Evaluation Committee, 2013-2014
St. Edward’s Humanities Task Force Subcommittee on Technology and Innovative Teaching, 2013-2014

Readings Committee, St. Edward’s Faculty Institute on Globalization and Society, 2012
Nostra Aetate Lecture Committee, St. Edward’s University, 2010-present
President’s Interfaith Challenge Committee, St Edward’s University, 2011-2013
Advisor, Circle K International Student Service Organization, St. Edward’s University, 2011-2013

Co-Advisor, Pi Chapter of Theta Alpha Kappa, The National Honors Society for Religious Studies and Theology, St. Edward’s University, 2011-2012
Advisor, Pi Chapter of Theta Alpha Kappa, The National Honors Society for Religious Studies and Theology, St. Edward’s University, 2012-present
External Academic Service 



Chair, Theta Alpha Kappa Section, Southwest Commission on Religious Studies/Southwest Region of the American Academy of Religion, 2016-present

Member of the Kierkegaard, Religion and Culture Group Steering Committee, American Academy of Religion, 2012-present 

Member-at-Large, Board of Directors, Southwest Commission on Religious Studies/Southwest Region of the American Academy of Religion, 2012-2016 

Reader, Clark Graduate Essay Award, Theta Alpha Kappa, The National Honors Society for Religious Studies and Theology, Spring 2014
Chair, Nineteenth Century Section, American Academy of Religion Western Region, 2006-2009
Denominational Service to the United Church of Christ 


Chair, Worship Committee, United Christian Church, Austin, Spring 2017-present

Deacon, United Christian Church, Austin, 2013-present

Liturgist, United Christian Church, Austin, 2013-present
Ordained to the Ministry, United Church of Christ, 2012 

Current Ministerial Standing: Heart of Texas Association, South Central Conference 

Established “Diversity in Community” Ministry Group at First Congregational Church of Berkeley, 2007

Chair, Adult Education Committee, First Congregational Church of Berkeley, 2006-2009
Languages



Danish: Basic conversational and reading proficiency

German: Basic reading proficiency 

Spanish: Basic conversational and reading proficiency

Memberships



American Academy of Religion/Southwest Region

Association for the Scientific Study of Religion/Southwest Religion

Palestinian-American Research Center

Søren Kierkegaard Society
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